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As reported in Condes 50, April 29, 1957, the Basra

Petroleum Co. has decided to drill an exploratory well %o
the north-east of Amara and has set up a base camp near
at=T1iib, When the Iranian Consul-General in Basra, Mahmoud
MALAYERT, informed the BPC management that he belileved the
area to be within Iran, work was stopped temporarily while
the looation of the border was oclarified insofar as possible.

Desplte the unshakeable conviction of the Iranian Consul=
General that BPC is encroaching on the consortium's area,
the oll company has decided, after talks with IPC officigls
and the Iraq Government, to go shead with the project. John
J. PAGE, Generzl Manager of BPC, says Malayeri's contentilon
is not supported by the facts and work will not be delayed .
further. 8o far, the company has put down a water-well and
established the eamp, but has done no drilling for oil, but
they now expecteto start in two weeks. Thie apparently is
To be a fairly elaborate venture, as plans for the site include
& new road from at-Tlib to the ¢amp and an all weather air-
strip ebout 1500 yards long to a&llow movement of peraonnel
and materiel from Basra, thus avolding the 5 hour road trip
now necessary.

The Iranlan Government, according to Malayerl, has not
reached a flnal declision as to its next step, but he adds
darkly that BPC i1s wasting money, since if oil is found, it
belongs to the coneortium, and not to BPG, 7
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